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Opening Remarks

As we move deeper into the Spring of 2026 plans are in full swing to prepare for
our 34" annual reunion in Arlington, VA, this November. More details are
provided as you read through the newsletter.

There isn’t a great deal more to say since things have been pretty quiet other
than the reunion and some entries you’ll see later in the “From the Mailbox”
section.

| do continue to have some issues with our internet provider (IP), but keep after
them to help out with the web site when | need them to. After looking into
finding a new IP more than once it turns out it just is not something we can do. |
don’t have complete access to some major background files and if we go to a
different IP those files would have to be completely rebuilt. Some of them have,
literally, thousands of entries.

Reunion 2026

Our 34t Annual Reunion in November 2026

The reunion is already well into the planning stage. We will once again gather at
the Marriott Residence Inn Rosslyn in Arlington, VA, from 08-12 November.



Contract negotiations are completed and details are provided below. One thing
we are still working is finding an appropriate venue for our Birthday Dinner on 10
November. As | reported in our newsletter last December we were not happy
with the Sheraton Pentagon City and are exploring the possibility of a new
dinner venue. That is not an easy task. Finding a place that can host our crowd
and keep costs to a level we can afford is a tough process in the Washington,
D.C. area. Some hopeful news is that the Sheraton is under new ownership.
That may be something that works in our favor as Debbie Crist, our negotiator
extraordinaire, works to get this done.

As anyone attending our reunions the past few years is well aware we are at the
whim of HQMC in scheduling our reunion agenda each year. We’ll be setting up
the agenda for this year in roughly the same manner as always but also be
prepared to address unexpected changes caused by HQ last minute changes.

Here | want to make one more heartfelt pitch to our post Vietham 2/9 Marines.
Please consider attending. We need you, and | am certain you will find you are
most welcome and will make life long friends even if we are from different eras.

Ok, here are the details for our host hotel, the Marriott Residence Inn Rosslyn on
North Oak Street in Arlington:

Room Charges: Cost is the same as last year - $149/night plus tax (currently
around a total of 14%).

Parking: Normal parking charges, $35/night, are NOT controlled by the hotel.
There is a private outfit that controls the parking garage. However, the hotel has
managed to once again get us a 50% discount on parking so the rate will be
$17.50/night. There is a height limit in the garage so if you have a really large
vehicle (truck, van, etc.), you might not be able to get into the garage.

Hospitality Room: We will have our hospitality room on the first floor of the
hotel during the entire reunion. There will be free beer, water, soft drinks, and
finger food provided by the 2/9 Network at no charge. The room will be open
each night until the last folks head to bed!

Jam Session: The jam session with the Gallatin Canyon Band is scheduled for
09 November commencing in the hotel at approximately 1500 hours (3:00 p.m.
for you scuzzy civilians). We’ll also be conducting our annual “Hot Damn” toast
during the session. For those not familiar with that we’ll define it at the reunion.
This session has proven to be a great hit during our reunion and you want to be
sure to be there. Ben Hernandez and his guys do this at no charge in memory of
his father, Dan Hernandez, a great 2/9 Marine who passed in a car accident in



California a few years ago. Refreshments and light food will be provided by the
2/9 Network.

Breakfast and WiFi: Your room rate includes breakfast daily and WiFi access.

Room Reservations: The Residence Inn has once again provided us with our
own reservation page exclusive to our reunion. | strongly suggest you use that
page to make your room reservations. There is a phone number provided below
that you can call but that usually results in at least 2 or 3 issues | have to resolve
with the hotel. The exclusive link provided usually does not have issues. If,
however, the link tells you no rooms are available please email me ASAP and I'll
take care of it with the hotel. We have finite numbers of rooms assigned each
night for the reunion based on our contract and if that number is exceeded you
might get that note. No real problem as the hotel will increase nightly rooms
available as soon as | notify them.

Reservation Link: You may have to copy and paste this link in your web browser
to make it work. The PDF version you received of the Battalion Runner should
allow you to just hover your cursor anywhere over the https link and click on it
to get you to our page. Be a little patient. Sometimes the link takes a few
seconds to kick in correctly and take you to our information.

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-
link.mi?id=1777673547811&key=GRP&app=resvlink&_branch_match_id=1136770
144566335769& _branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXTywoOMtNLCrK
zC8p0UvO2z9UVSi30yczLtgdK2ALZZSCOWmaKraG5ubmZubGpibmFoaFadmgqlrX
tQgFpdUWpaKIB3Xnp8UIF%2BeXFgka1rSnoqAP8ZwNheAAAAG&inventoryMissin
g=true

The phone number to use in case the link does not work is 703-812-8400. If you
call make sure you tell them your reservation is for the 2/9 Marine DC Reunion.

Reservations must be made no later than 16 October to get our guaranteed room
and parking rates.

USMC Wreath Laying Ceremony: Dependent of the whims of HQMC we will be
leaving our reunion hotel to head for the Iwo Jima Memorial (Marine Corps War
Memorial), beginning around 0900 on 10 November. Vans will shuttle our people
there and back but it is only about a 20 minute walk from the hotel for those who
are NOT like most of us, frail. If the Corps screws up again, as it has for a few
years, and conducts the wreath laying ceremony on other than 10 November,
we’ll adjust our schedules as necessary. For those who have not experienced
the full ceremony you do not want to miss it. The Commandant, Sergeant Major
of the Corps, Marine Band, Marine Drum and Bugle Corps, and the Marines or 8t"



& |, make the experience unforgettable. There is also usually a noted guest
speaker.

Birthday Dinner: We WILL have a Birthday Dinner commencing at 1800 hours on
10 November. The issue is where but it will happen. Once we know exactly
where we will be I'll be sending information either in the next Newsletter or via a
separate email asking everyone to tell me how many will be attending the dinner
in your party. We must provide that total number to the venue several days
before the dinner.

Visit to The Wall: As we do every year following the Birthday Dinner we return to
our reunion hotel and gather for our annual trip to the Vietham Wall to see our
brothers and say hello. This usually happens around 22-2300 hours. This time
may sound strange to those who will be coming to the reunion for the first time
but you will find it makes quite a difference to be at The Wall with our brothers at
late night hours when there is little commotion.

TRANSPORTATION WILL BE PROVIDED FOR ALL OUR OFFICALLY
SCHEDULED EVENTS AWAY FROM THE HOTEL.

SEE YOU THERE!!!!

From the Mailbox

11 January 2026: Received the following email requestion information about
SSgt James E. Parman, Echo Company:

Wondering if anyone knew my dad.
He served 65-69 in Vietnam.
| believe he was 2/9 Echo Company
Ssgt James E Parman.
He has a video at the Library of congress

Passed away cancer 2011
Contact info is tommyboyp1970@gmail.com

02 January 2026: Received the following email from Angela Morris seeking
contact with anyone who may have know her Dad, Randy Morris



Hello,
| found my father, Randy Morris, listed on your site under Hotel
company. Unfortunately he has passed away on December 4th. He had a jacket
that says Hell in a Helmet and | was able to find you through a search. My dad
was wounded and received a purple heart. I've heard so many stories, but wish
I'd written them down. I'd love to learn more and would like to speak to anyone
who served with my father in Vietnam if there is anyone from your group that
remembers him or was with him there which | think was around 19697?

With gratitude,
Angela Morris

Angela's contact info is amorris619@aol.com or 615-305-6711

03 January 2026: Received the following email from Candy Warren asking for
contact with anyone who may have known her Uncle, LCpl Sam William Busby,
3rd Platoon, Golf who was KIA on 27 February 1969. Photos are included
following her email.

Hi,
My Uncle Sam lost his life in Vietham on Feb 27, 1969. | am trying to find anyone
who knew him and possibly was in his platoon. | was hoping maybe you could
help. My youngest Uncle (Sam’s baby brother born in 1969) has been searching
but has been unsuccessful in finding anyone. It would mean the world to him to
connect with someone and would mean the world to ME if | could help make this
happen. | know it’s a long shot but | figured | would take a chance anyway.

His info is as Follows:
Lance Corporal Sam William Busby
3rd Platoon, Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine
Division, Third Marine Amphibious Force.
Thank you and God bless you,

Candy's contact info is cswarren21@yahoo.com
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| received the following note from Dave Jacobson on 14 April, asking for info
about his father, Russ “Doc Jake” Jacobson who was wounded on Hill 861 at
Khe Sanh on 16 March 1967. Doc Jake passed a few years ago.

Hello,

My name is Dave Jacobson. My father was Russell H. Jacobson Jr., Hospitalman
Third Class, who served with Echo Company, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines. He was
wounded on Hill 861 during the ambush on March 16-17, 1967.

I’m reaching out to see if anyone in the veteran community remembers him or
served alongside him that day. I’'m looking for stories, memories, and any
photographs you might have. | have a group photo from that era where my father
is on the left, but | don’t know who the others are and would love to identify
them.



Additionally, I’'m working with a museum in Washington DC on documenting my
father’s service and the events of that day. Any information you can share would
be incredibly meaningful to our family and to preserving this history.
Thank you for your time and service.
Dave Jacobson

davejacobson77@hotmail.com

Financials

This is the part | hate the most every time | compose a Battalion Runner, but it is
also one of the most important. We rely 100% on donations to pay for our
website and our annual reunion. We have no charges for anything at the reunion
unless we do not receive enough money through donations to support
everything we do. We are, unfortunately, losing more and more of our Vietham
Vets every year as age takes it’s toll. | am always hopeful we’ll get more of our
post Vietham Vets to show up at our reunions and start getting involved so the
2/9 Network continues to thrive for our Marines. Folks have to pay their way to
and from the reunion and for their room and parking. Otherwise everything,
including transportation to and from official events, is free. Please consider
sending a donation. Any amount is greatly appreciated. Send checks made out
to me, Danny Schuster, to 21 Moseley Street, Billerica, MA 01821.

Conclusion

Our numbers are getting smaller every year. Age is getting to us.
Having said that we will continue to conduct our reunions as long as
someone will attend. This will be our 34" reunion since Red Hill began
looking for men he served with back in the 1980s and finally holding
the first reunion in 1993. As | have said in previous newsletters, if you
have been thinking about attending a reunion but always find a reason
not to you may want to make it a priority. Make it a “reason” to be
there. Many of us may not have much time left, and even if you may
not see those you served with those who do attend are JUST LIKE
YOU. Think hard about it. I've made many life long friends since
attending my first reunion in 2000 and have never regretted going to
that first one even though | was nervous as hell.
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As always, don’t hesitate to let me know if | screwed something
up here or you have any questions or issues you would like me
to address. See you next newsletter!

SEMPER FIDELIS
DANNY SCHUSTER
2/9 NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR AND REUNION COORDINATOR
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