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Opening Remarks 
 
As 2025 draws to a close I want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.  For those of a different persuasion, Happy Holidays.   
 
What follows in this version of the Battalion Runner is a report on our 2025 
reunion in Arlington, VA, on-going plans for next year’s 34th Annual Reunion, a 
report on our financial situation, challenge coin information, and closing 
remarks.   
 
We are in the early stages of planning next year’s reunion and will report in 
greater depth in our next newsletter.  The mailbox has been very silent lately so 
there is no Mailbox section in this newsletter.   
 

Reunion 2025 
 
We had our 33rd Annual Reunion from 07-12 November in Arlington, VA, as 
always.  This year’s reunion was the most challenging to schedule of any I’ve 
ever been involved with but was nevertheless a great success.  We met 
unexpected and somewhat expensive challenges due to decisions made by 
HQMC and partially caused by the ongoing government shutdown as the reunion 
was in progress.  We lost some people who always attend and others who were 
new but didn’t get there for reasons that follow.  With the Marine Corps deciding 
they were going to Philadelphia on The Birthday instead of performing the 
traditional wreath laying ceremony at the Marine Corps War Memorial (Iwo Jima 
Memorial), and not announcing the wreath laying was going to be held on 07 
November until the fall we had to scramble to revise our plans and contact 
everyone about that change.  Many could not change their travel plans to get 
into town early enough for the 7th Wreath Laying.  Others, due to the shutdown, 
could not change flights to get into town earlier.  To make matters worse just 
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days before the ceremony the Marine Corps announced it was cancelling the 
ceremony entirely due to the government shutdown.  Things deteriorated further 
with several having to cancel due to health issues and flight cancellations. 
 
We had to make decisions in how to proceed to address those challenges.  In the 
end we decided to have our own wreath laying ceremony at the Iwo Jima 
Memorial on 08 November to give more folks an opportunity to be in attendance 
for that action.  When the time came we had about 50 people attending on 08 
November and performed our own ceremony and wreath laying.  It was a 
memorable and moving thing for our folks.  Several came up to me afterwards 
and indicated they thought it was more moving to them than the traditional 
Marine Corps speeches, pageantry, and wreath laying since it was more 
personal in nature for 2/9.   
 

 
 

2/9 Wreath Laying attendees on 08 November 

 



 
 

Group Photos at completion of our wreath laying ceremony on 08 November 
 

 

                                 
John Klemm and Henry Ostaszewski place our wreath at the Iwo Jima Memorial on 08 November 

 
 



 
   

Our wreath (left), at the Iwo Jima Memorial on 08 November 

 
On 09 November, we had our now traditional Jam Session at the Residence Inn 
with the Gallatin Canyon Band, led by Ben Hernandez to honor the memory of 
his Dad, Dan Hernandez, a 2/9 Marine who died in a hit and run accident in 
California.  It was another amazing performance and heavily attended by our 
members.  Thanks Ben, for another great year.   
 

 
Our traditional Hot Damn ceremony remembering those who have gone before us.  Thank you Barb Stander for 

contributing this great tradition to our reunion years ago.  You are missed every year! 



 
The Gallatin Canyon Band providing outstanding bluegrass music. 

 

We were fortunate again this year to have an outstanding guest speaker for our 
Birthday Dinner.  Retired LtCol Dave “Bull” Gurfein provided an outstanding 
speech and we could not have been more happy to have him.  You can Google 
Bull and see his distinguished career as a Marine and public servant.  If you 
watch “A Few Good Men” you can also see Bull.  He’s one of the Marines 
preventing Jack Nicholson from attacking Tom Cruise in the courtroom late in 

the flick.    We had our smallest crowd since we began having Birthday 
dinners again several years ago, mostly due to health issues and travel 
boondoggles kept many from attending.  Still, we had 106 for dinner and fully 
expect many more at next year’s reunion barring unfortunate circumstances like 
those we ran into this year.  Thanks Bull, for a great speech!   
 
Dave Garner did his usual outstanding job presiding over the Birthday Messages 
of Gen. Lejeune and the Commandant and the cake cutting ceremony.  John 
Kasparian was our oldest Marine and Tyler Raab, attending from Quantico, was 
our youngest.  My cohort in running the reunions, Henry Ostaszewski, once 
again provided the cake cutting duties.   



 
Ret. LtCol. David “Bull” Gurfein speaks at our 33rd Annual Reunion Dinner 

 

 
Bull Gurfein, John Kasparian and Tyler Raab during our cake cutting ceremony. 

 
 



Our 34th Annual Reunion in November 2026 
 
Next year’s reunion is already in the planning stage.  We will once again gather 
at the Marriott Residence Rosslyn in Arlington, VA, from 08-12 November.  
Contract negotiations are already in process and details will be provided in our 
next newsletter in the Spring of 2026.  One thing we are attempting to do is 
upgrade our venue for the Birthday Dinner on 10 November 2026.  Bluntly put we 
are NOT happy with the services provided by the Sheraton Pentagon City the 
past two years.  Not only was the food below average for two years and prices 
for unsatisfactory adult beverages ridiculous for quality and size, but 
background issues with the hotel most do not know about have led us to seek 
another venue.  We’re going to continue working hard to give you folks the best 
possible reunion.   
 
As anyone attending our reunions the past few years is well aware we are at the 
whim of HQMC in scheduling our reunion agenda each year.  We’ll be setting up 
the agenda for next year in roughly the same manner as always but also be 
prepared to address unexpected changes caused by HQ last minute changes.   
 

 
250th Birthday 2/9 Challenge Coins 

 
I have a bunch of challenge coins remaining after our reunion this year.  One 
was passed out to each person attending our reunion and quite a few are left.   
 

                                 



I’m not a professional photographer and can tell you the coins look better than 
the lousy pictures you see above!  Anyone can purchase one or more of these. 
Individual coins are $30.  I know that might seem high but after checking in with 
the Post Office shipping just one costs nearly $10.00.  Anyone that wants to 
purchase one or more can do so by sending me a check and add $20 for each 
individual extra coin with a note included giving me the correct shipping 
address.  There will be no additional shipping charge if you order more than one.  
Nancy and I will be heading south on 3 January for four months.  As a result of 
that move the usual address you would use for me will NOT be in 
Massachusetts.  Send any checks/addresses to me at the following address 
AFTER 5 January.   
 

Danny Schuster 
9491 Villas Drive 
Foley, AL  36535 

 
I’ll have the coins with me in Alabama and will send them out ASAP after getting 
your check.  Please do NOT try to do this via VENMO or anything similar.  I am 
not going to be checking the 2/9 checking account all the time to see if money 
came in for this purpose.  Send a check and your shipping address to me.  Order 
as many as you like since I have a fair number of them in stock on a one time 
basis.   

 

Financials 
    
The 2/9 Network is just “okay” financially after this year’s reunion.  

The two day extension resulting from the move of the USMC Wreath 
Laying Ceremony from 10 November to 07 November led us to invite 
folks to come in early so they could attend.  The Residence Inn was 
outstanding in responding to make sure we had enough rooms 
available at our special rate to accommodate early arrivals.   About 50 
took advantage and came to Arlington on 06 November.  Unfortunately 
that move cost us two more days of renting the hospitality room and 
vans plus other expenses we normally do not incur.  Those extra 
expenses increased the reunion expense by more than $2,000 that was 

unexpected, but we were able to cover it.   
 

 
 



 
Conclusion 

 
This will come as a shock to some of you but this time I am NOT 
going to beg for donations.  Going south for months every year 

has proven to me that mail service, especially forwarding our 
mail, can be disastrous.  I will beg for donations in our next 
newsletter so please, if you want to donate, hold off sending 
anything until I get the first 2026 newsletter out in April next 
spring.   
 
Photos for the reunion from November are now available at: 
 
https://smg.photobucket.com/bucket/59e0aba1-1a8a-4b0f-bc9f-
e7c7a7619186/album/f28f1f13-e144-4669-b88a-ed37a7c2446c 

 
That’s a photobucket album you should be able to access by 
clicking on the link (it may only work in the PDF version of the 
newsletter).  You can, if necessary copy and paste the link to 
reach the photos.  You can also go to the website and find the 
photos by going to the “Photo Links…” button on the Hope Page 
and clicking on the “2/9 2025 Reunion Pictures” button.   
 
We are closing in on 500,000 hits on our website and I’m trying 

hard to keep it as current as possible.  I still follow the mail I get 
asking for help locating 2/9 Marines and anything else of interest 
to our members, but they are becoming few and far between as 
our numbers shrink and our younger, post Vietnam, members 
don’t participate as much as I wished they did.  Anyone that 
needs help with something you think might interest other 
members don’t hesitate to send me a note and I’ll get it on the 
“Updates” page on the website and also place it in the next 
newsletter going out.   
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As always, don’t hesitate to let me know if I screwed something 
up here or you have any questions or issues you would like me 
to address.  See you next newsletter! 
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